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each hill is crowned with a tower, or camp, or cairn, and
in no situation can you he near more fields of battle:
Hodden, Otterburn, Chevy Chase, Ford Castle, Chilling-
ham Castle, Copland Castle, and many another scene of
blood, are within the compass of a forenoon's ride. Out
of the brooks, with which these hills are intersected, we
pull trouts of half a yard in length, as fast as we did the
perches from the pond at Pennycuik, and we are in the
very country of muirfowl.

Often as I have wished for your company, I never did
it more earnestly than when I rode over Flodden Edge.
I know your taste for these things, and could have under-
taken to demonstrate that never was an affair more com-
pletely "bungled than that day's work was. Suppose one
army posted upon the face of a hill, and secured by high
grounds projecting on each flank, with the river Till in
front, a deep and still river, winding through a very ex-
tensive valley called MUfLeld Plain, and the only passage
over it by a narrow bridge, which the Scots artillery,
from the hill, could in a moment have demolished. Add,
that the English must have hazarded a battle while their
troops, which were tumultuously levied, remained to-
gether; and that the Scots, behind whom the country
was open to Scotland, had nothing to do but to wait for
the attack as they were posted. Yet did two thirds of
the army, actuated by the perfervidum ingenium Sco-
torum, rush down and give an opportunity to Stanley to
occupy the ground they had quitted, by coming over the
shoulder of the hill, while the other third, under Lord
Home, kept their ground, and having seen their king
and about 10,000 of their countrymen cut to pieces, re-
tired into Scotland without loss. For the reason of the
bridge not being destroyed while the English passed, I
refer you to Pitscottie, who narrates at large, and to
whom I give credit for a most accurate and clear descrip-
tion, agreeing perfectly with the ground.

My uncle drinks-the whey here, as I do ever since I VOL. I secretary  and trea-
